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Shaykh Saalih bin Fawzaan al-Fawzaan (May Allaah preserve him)
[Source: www.alfawzan.af.org.sa. Translated by Salafi-Dawah.com.]

Article taken and slightly adapted from: Salafi-Dawah.com

A Plas il df ay

In the name of Allaah, the Most Merciful, the Bestower of Mercy

Question: “May Allaah reward you. The twelfth question is: There are certain narrations
which are used by some as proof that the one who leaves off all actions in totality that he is
a believer with a weak faith. Like the narration: “They did not perform any good deeds at
all”. What is the answer to this? May Allaah preserve you. And likewise the narration of ‘al-
bitaaga’'?”

Shaykh Saalih bin Fawzaan al-Fawzaan (May Allaah preserve him): “This is from following the
ambiguous proofs, and this is from the way of the people of deviation. The ones about
whom Allaah (A3 s 4 - The Exalted, The Most High) says:

[So as for those in whose hearts there is a deviation (from the truth) they follow that
which is not entirely clear thereof...]>

Hence they take the ambiguous proofs and leave off the clear proofs which clarify and
explain the ambiguous proofs. Thus it is mandatory to return the ambiguous proofs back to
the clear proofs.

If he says that the one who leaves off performing actions due to a valid excuse and is not
able to do so until he died, then this one is excused. And this is how these narrations should
be explained.

That this person has uttered the two testifications (The testification that no one has the
right be worshipped truly except Allaah alone and the testification that Muhammad is the
Messenger of Allaah), whilst believing in them and doing it purely for Allaah alone, and then
he died on the spot, or that he did not have the ability to performs actions. But he uttered

! The Messenger of Allaah (él'wj ale B Jla - May the peace and blessings of Allaah be upon him) said: "A man will
be resurrected on the Day of Judgement, and will be shown his deeds which will be written on scrolls and
each scroll, which will stretch as far as the eye can see, will be filled with bad deeds. These scrolls will be
placed on one side of the scale, then a card, with "None has the Right to be Worshiped but Allaah
(i g 4lls - The Exalted, The Most High) Alone" written on it will be placed on the opposite side of the scale. A
statement which this man made from his heart with sincerity, conviction and faith, and so this statement
will outweigh and surpass all of the scrolls." Saheeh - Narrated by At-Tirmidhee (2639) and Ibn Maajah
(4300) on the authority of 'Abdullah bin 'Amr bin al-Aas. Saheeh and it was authenticated by al-Albaanee in
Saheeh Sunan at-Tirmidhee, (2127).
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the two testifications, purely for Allaah alone and with Tawheed. Like the Prophet
(A3 4 %) s - May the peace and blessings of Allaah be upon him) said:

[The one who says La lllaha ilallaah and disbelieves in what is worshiped besides Allaah;
his blood and wealth are inviolable.]3

And he said:

[Indeed Allaah has made forbidden the Fire for the one who says La ilaha illallaah seeking
thereby the face of Allaah.]*

This person was not able to perform any actions, but despite that he uttered the two
testifications, and he believed in its meaning, and doing it purely and sincerely for Allaah
(Mighty and Majestic is He) alone. But he did not have the chance to perform deeds until he
died. This is the one who enters Paradise with only the two testifications. And this is how
the narration of ‘al-bitaaga’ is to be interpreted, and similar narrations which have the same
meaning.

And the ones who are taken out of the Fire who did not perform any good actions. This is
because they were not capable of performing actions, while they did utter the two
testifications and entered into Islaam.

This is the joining together of the narrations. Yes.”
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